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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

I, Robert Siapikoff hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am an inventor of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent application. 

2. I have reviewed the Office Action of August 14, 2002, for the subject appUcation, and I 
have also reviewed the current status of the claims. 

3. The publication by Sybex titled, 'The ABCs of Outlook 97", dated March 17, 1997, is 
alleged to describe subject matter similar to that disclosed in the subject patent 
application. 

4. The publication by PC World Magazine titled 'The Future is Bright for Microsoft 
Outiook 97'' dated November 1, 1996, is also alleged to describe subject matter similar to 
that disclosed in the subject patent application. 

5. "Running Microsoft Windows" by Microsoft Press - dated June 25, 1997, is also alleged 
to describe subject matter similar to that disclosed in the above^identified patent 
application. 
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Ls Walter CONMY,etaL 

Prior to November 1. 1996, Douglas Walter Conmy, Stcvcti Robert Beckbardt, John 
Banks-Binici and I collectively completed the invention claimed in the above-identified 
patent application. 

Prior to November 1, 1996, Douglas Waiter Conmy, Steven Robert Beckhardt, John 
Banks-Binici and I conceived of an reduced the invention to practice. 

Since the claimed invention is incorporated in Lotus Notes version 4.50, operable on a 
personal computer, for example, in communication with a computer network, which was 
released on December 4, 1996, the claimed invention was completed and reduced to 
practice well before this date, as such software releases usually take, at a minimum, more 
than a year to prepare. 

As evidence of the invention being completed and reduced to practice prior to November 
1. 1996, a listing of the source code files which provides the features of the claimed 
invention is set out on Exhibit A. This information was obtained from a software archive 
from the assignee's engineering department. 

The source code file nsf/schedule.c, corresponds to a process by which one or more 
invitee profiles for one or more potential invitees of the system are stored. Each profile 
includes information regarding available and unavailable times for that user 
Specifically, the process enables a server to collect a user's available time known as 
"working houts" (i.e„ free-time), as well as time that the user has blocked off (i.e., busy- 
time) into a database/file for optimized retrieval. The informadon may be distributed 
across multiple servers as is made available to requesting individuals. This process also 
monitors a user's accepted and scheduled appointments and reflects them in the database- 

The source code files nsf/schedulex, client/clschreLC and servcr/scschrei.c correspond to 
a process by which a request for allocation of a time interval for the one or more potential 
invitees is received. A Lotus Notes client or a Lotus Domino server may obtain the 
availability of one or more users by calling the application-program-interface (API) 
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functions SchRetricve (retrieve a schedalc) or SchSrvRetrievc contained in the above- 
noted source code files. 

12. The function SchRetrieve is a function which synchronously retrieves a local or remote 
schedule by asking the caller's home server for the schedule. The only time that local 
busy lime is used is when the client is m a "Disconnected" mode, which is specified 
through a location documenL Otherwise, the API will route all lookup requests to the 
users home server for processing. Exhibit B includes further documentation for the 
SchRetrieve function* 

13. SchSrvRetrieve is a function which, upon being used on a server, synchronously retrieves 
local or remote schedules from the proper fanout servers. Upon the SchSrvRetrieve 
being used on a client, only locally available information is retrieved in busytime.nsf. 
Exhibit C includes further documentation for the SchSrvRetrieve function. 

14. The source-code files nsf/schedule.c, nsfi^schcntnr.c, nsf/schobj.c and nsf/schods.c 
correspond to a process by which invitee profiles for the one or more potential invitees 
are gathered This is initiated in response to the request for the allocation of a lime 
interval for the one or more invitees, and the information is obtained from the stored 
invitee profile data. The data is represented in memory by schcntiur.c and schobj,c., in a 
SchContainer. Access to the data within the container is made possible via the API 
functions SchContaincr_GctFirstSchedule and SchContainer_GetNextSchedule. 

15. SchContainer_GetFirstSchedule, This function is used to get a 
handle to the first schedule object in a container (see also Exhibit 

D) . 

16. SchContainer_GetNextSchedule. This API funcUon is used to get a 
handle to the a next schedule object in a container (see also Exhibit 

E) . 
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17. Source code files schui/bsysugg.cpp and misc/tim6Ust.c correspond to a process for 
detcnnining whether potential invitees are available during the requested time interval. 
This process specifically determines the availability of one or more users by first 
requesting their freetiroe and busytime (see part 10 above). Once this information is 
obtained, the source code provides further processing of this data via a time weighting 
algorithm designed to find a period of time where all users are available, and. if not 
possible, a time where most of the users are available. 

18. Source code schui/bsylist.cpp, schui/bsylistw.cpp, schui/freetime.cpp and 
wniisc/drawti][iie.cpp enables a process by which results of the determination (see part 17 
above) are displayed by permitting a user to select from at least three results viewing 
options including a viewing option displaying the one or more potential invitees that are 
available, a viewing option displaying the one or more potential invitees that are not 
available and a viewing option displaying the one or more potential invitees whose 
schedule could not be found, and then displaying the results according to the option 
selected. 

19. Using an email program, in the present invention, an email is sent from an event 
coordinator which includes event information for scheduling an event where the event 
infonnation specifying a list of invitees, a date, a stait time, and an end time and/or a 
duration which determines the end time, 

20. While the majority of tlie files were last modified prior to November 1, 1996, several of 
them were changed either on 1 1/12/96 and 11/15/96 (3 files). To that end. ai that point in 
our development cycle, given that the final release was well underway (released 
December 4, 1996), the changes made to those files were only made to fix software bugs, 
and did not add or extend any of the existing functionality or capabiUties of the invention. 
This can be further evidenced by the following development comment files regarding 
changes made to those files around that time as shown in Exhibit F. 
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21. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 
of the United States Code and that such willful and false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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m: \v4x\v4 , 5\client \clschret . c 

m : \ v4x\v4 . 5 \xtiisc\ t imelis t . c 

m: \v4x\v4 . 5\nsf Nschcntnr > c 
m : \v4x\v4 - 5\nsf \schedule . c 
m: \v4x\v4,5\nsf \schobj ,c 
m: \v4x\v4 , 5\nfif \schods . c 
m: \v4x\v4 . 5\nsf \schrgst .c 

m: \v4x\v4. 5\schedule\ioain.c 

m; \v4x\v4 . S\schui\bsydata,cpp 
m; \v4x\v4 . 5\schui \bsyiiivifc . cpp 
m: \v4x\v4 , 5\schui\bsylis t . cpp 
m; \v4x\v4 - 5\schui\bsylist .hpp 
m: \v4x\v4 . S\schui\bsylisCw,cpp 
m: \v4x\v4.5\schui\bsysugg.cpp 
m: \v4x\v4 . 5\sc]iui\freetiine .cpp 

m: \v4x\v4 . 5 \ server \svschret - c 

m: \v4x\v4 . 5\vniiisc\drawtime . c 
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Initial Release 4.5 

Function : Calendaring and Scheduling 
SchRetrieve - Retrieve a schedule. 



#include <sch©dule,h> 

STATUS LNPUBLIC SchRetrieve( 
UNIDFAR *pApptUnid, 
TIMEDATE FAR *pApptOrigDate, 
DWORD dwOptlons. 
TIMEDATE^PAIR FAR *plntervaL 
LIST FAR *pNames, 
HCNTNR FAR *rethCntnr, 
void FAR *Mu8tBeNulI1. 
void FAR *MustBeNull2, 
void FAR* FAR *MustBeNull3); 

Description : 

Synchronously retrieves a local or remote schedule by asking the 
caller's home server for the schedule. 

The ONLY time that local busy time is used is when the client is in 
the Disconnected mode which is specified through the location document. 
Otherwise, the API will route ALL lookup requests to the users home server 
for processing. 

Parameters : 

Input : 

pApptUnid - Ignore this tJNID in computations. 
pApptOrigDate - Reserved. Must be set to NULL. 
dwOptions - Option flags: 

SCHRQST^COMPOSITE return composite schedule 
SCHRQST_EACHPERSON return each person's schedule 
SCHRQST_LOCAL do only local lookup 

SCHRQST.FORCEREMOTE force remote even if you are using workstation based 
email 

plnterval - Pointer to a TIMEDATE_PAlRstaiCture that specifies the 
range over which me free time search should be performed. In typical 
scheduling applications, this might be a range of 1 day or 5 days. 

pNames - Pointer to a list of fully distinguished names whose schedule 
should be searched. This list is in TEXT^LIST fomnat without the datatype 
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work. This list can bo convoniently built with the textlist package. 
MustBeNulH - This paramdtor must b<3 NULL. 
MustBeNull2 - This parameter must bo NULL. 
MustBeNull3 - This parameter must be NULL. 
Output : 

(routine) - NOERROR - Successfully retrioved a schedule. 
ERR_x)cx - There are many possible errors. It Is best to use the code in a 
call to OSLoadString and display/log the error for the user as your default 
error handling. 



rethCntnr - Handle of schedule container results are retumed in. if 
*rethCntnr Is NULLHANDLE. then the container will be allocated by this 
call If it is not NULLHANDLE then the caller has allocated it and is 
responsible for freeing tt on all errors. 



See Sample Program : 

MISCVSCHEDULE 

See Also : 

SchContainer_Fr6e 
SchSn/RetriGve 

SCHRQST.xxx 
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EXHIBIT C 



Initial Release 4.5 



Function : Calendaring and Scheduling 



SchSrvRetrieve - Retrieve a schedule. 



#include <sohedule.h> 

STATUS LNPUBLIC SchSrvRetrieve( 
LIST FAR *pClientName9, 
UNID FAR *pApptUnid, 
TIMEDATE FAR *pApptOrlgDate. 
DWORD dwOptions, 
TIMEDATE.PAIR FAR *p!nterval, 
LIST FAR *pNames, 
HCNTNR FAR *rethCntnr); 

Description : 

When this call Is made on a server, it synchronously retrieves 
local or remote schedules from the proper fanout servers. When this call is 
made on a client, It retrieves only locally available information in 
busylime.nsf 

This container must be deallocated by the caller using SchContainer_Free. 
Parameters ; 
input : 

pOientNames - List of users making query. 

pAppiUnid - Ignore this UNID in computations- 

pApptOrigDate - This is the original start date Of the appointment to 
ignore. This Is only here for Organizer 2.x compatibility- 

dwOptions - Option flags: 

SCHRQST_COMPOSlTH default if dwOptions is 0 
SCHRQST_EACHPERSON retum each person's schedule 

SGHRQST_LOCAL only look up schedules locally 

plnterval - Pointer to a TIMEDATE_PAIR structure that specifies the range 
over which the free time search should be perfomied. In typical scheduling 
applications this might be a range of 1 day or 5 days, 

pNames - Pointer to a list of distinguished names whose schedule should 
be searched. This list Is In TEXT_L1ST format without the datatype word 
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This list can be build with the toxtlist package (e.g. ListAllocaie) 

Output : ^ ^ , 

(routine) - NOERROR - Successfully retrieved a schedule, 
ERR_xxx - There are many possible errors. It Is best to use the code in a 
call to OSLoadString and display/log the error for the user as your default 
error handllng. 



rethCntnr - Handle of the container that results are returned in. 



See Also : 

SchContainer_Free 
SCHRQST.JOOC 
Sch Retrieve 
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EXHIBIT D 



Initial Release 4.5 



Function : Calendaring and Scheduling 



SchContainer_GetFirstSchedule - Get first schedule object in a container. 



#include <schedule-h> 

STATUS LNPUBLIC SchContaIner_GelFirstSchedule{ 
HCNTNR hCntnr. 
HSCHEDULE FAR *rethObj. 
SCHEDULE FAR * FAR TetpSchedule); 

Description : 

This function is used to get a handle to the first schedule object 
in a container. 

Parameters : 

Input : 

hCntnr - The container harKjIe. 
Output : 

(routine) - NOERROR - Successfully got first schedule. 
ERR_xxx - There are many possible errors. It is best to use the code in a 
call to OSLoadString and display/log the error for the user as your default 
error handling. 



rethObj - Points to where we return the handle to the schedule. 
retpSchedule - Points to where we return a pointer to the actual data. 



See Sample Program : 
MISC\SCHEDULE 
See Also : 

SchContainer_GetNextSchedule 
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Initial Release 4.5 



Data Type : Calendaring and Scheduling 
SCHEDULE - Data structure for a schedule. 



#include <schedule.h> 

Definition : 

typedef stnjct { 
DWORD reserved[a]; 

DBID dbReplicalD; A Users mall tile replica ID V 
TIMEDATE_PA1R Inten/al; T events etc, are in this 
interval 7 

DWORD dwEnrQateway; /* gateway error retrieving this 
schedule V 

STATUS en-or; /* error retrieving this 
schedule */ 

WORD wReserved; /* unused at this time */ 
WORD wOwnerNameSlze; r size of owner nanne 
(includes term.) V 

r followed by owner name V 

} SCHEDULE; 

Description : 

Data structure for a schedule. 
See Sample Program : 
fgtlSGNSCHEDULE 

See Also : 

SchContaIner_GetFirstSchedule 
SchContainer_QetNextSchedule 
SchContalner^FlndSchedule 
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EXHIBIT F 

From kit\dwc.txt, comments from Douglas Comny: 
Build 145.1 

DWC 1 1/02(96) misc: Fixed incoirect profile display when the date/time 
crosses DST. [timelistc] (#DCOY3B2ML6) 

From kitVjeb.txt, comments from John Banks-Binici: 

Build 145 

JEB 9/19/96 nsf (145) check hC^tiu: for NULL before calling 
OSLock, Fix client to handle ctrl-break (#MM0039M2EL) 
rschobj.c][schods.c] [schcntnrx] [client\clschret,c] 

JEB 9/19/96 nsf (145) don't infinitely loop on Qilendar domain if it 
is same as curmnt domain (#MM0039M27U) (schedule.c) 

JEB 10/4/96 bcase (145) allow NEXT button to work right when 
replicating free time info (#DCOY3 A2SZK) 
[nsf\schcdule.c] [searvcrXs vschrctx] [bcase\bcdsched.c] 
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